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LOWER HOLKER PARISH 
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

Lower Holker Village Hall at 7.00 pm on Wednesday 8th May 2019 
MINUTES 

 
Present 
Parish Councillors R Airey (Vice Chairman), B Dawson, G Gardner (& District Councillor), S Rawsthorn & J 
Ryland, County Councillor S Sanderson, Parish Clerk L Prescott & 4 members of the public. 
  
1 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies from Parish Councillors Keith & Wilson, PCSO H Firth, Paul Jenkison (Lower Holker Village 
Hall) & Katie Wood (Flookburgh & District Recreational Charity) were received and accepted. 

 
2 Minutes of Last Meeting 

Acceptance of the Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on Wednesday 2nd May 2018 was proposed by 
Councillor Dawson, Seconded by Councillor Airey and signed by the Vice Chairman. 

 
3  Annual Parish Council Report 

The Vice Chairman presented the following Annual Report: 
 
Councillors  
Lower Holker Parish is represented by 7 Parish Councillors: Ruth Airey (Vice Chair), Barry Dawson, 
Gill Gardner, Margaret Keith, Susan Rawsthorn, Jonathan Ryland and Trevor Wilson (Chair).    
 
Meetings 
Lower Holker Parish Council usually meets on the first Wednesday of every month, with the exception 
of August, alternating between Lower Holker and Flookburgh Village Hall.  The Police and the District 
and County Councillors attend the majority of these meetings and provide regular reports.    All 
residents are welcome to raise concerns with the Parish Council and attend any meeting.   
 
Representation 
Parish Council representatives attended the following: 
Flookburgh & District Recreational Charity meetings 
Cumbria Association of Local Councils – District meetings 
Grange & Cartmel Wellbeing Group meetings 
 
Finances 
The Parish Precept for 2018/19 was set at £15,462.76 and other income was received from Grants, 
VAT repayment, Grants, Community Infrastructure Levy and Bank Interest, so total receipts were 
£29,694.05.   Over the year £29,009.70 was spent, leaving a Bank balance at the end of the year of 
£26,788.10 (Receipts & Payments Account attached).   Grants have been made for works at 
Flookburgh Cemetery and to support Flookburgh & Cark Christmas Lights. 
 
Communication 
The Parish Council website was launched on in 2014 and includes the next meeting Agenda, Minutes 
of previous meetings, Council contact details, Community information,  News items, Policies and 
Procedures and financial details of the Parish Council.  The visitors are mainly from UK but include 
USA, China and Canada. The Parish Council Facebook page was launched in 2012 and includes local 
information and news items and currently has 149 likes.  The Parish Council also publishes a page in 
the monthly Parish Link newsletter and Agendas and Minutes are displayed in the Cark Noticeboard.  
 
Planning Applications 
Fourteen Planning Applications via South Lakeland District within the Parish have been considered and 
responses submitted, relating to domestic and commercial use.    The District Council ceased to 
provide paper copies of plans necessitating the purchase of a projector to be used at Parish Council 
meetings to view the Planning Applications. 
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Consultations 
During the past year the Parish Council has been consulted and responded to a range of issues 
including the North West Marine Plan, Cumbria Coastal Strategy, Community Governance Review & 
Statement of Community Involvement. 
 
Public Safety & Environment 

• The Parish Council has continued to manage the Toilets at Cark, with assistance from Dave & 
Heather who open them and Mike & Marion who close them each day.   

• The Parish Council continue to pay for street lighting and emptying 4 of the litter bins (including 2 in 
the new Playground).  The Parish Council participated in a South Lakeland District Council trial of 2 
bin sensors which established the appropriate schedule for emptying the bins and resulted in a 
reduction in the cost of this service.   

• Volunteers have used the Speed Gun to monitor traffic within the Parish, some vehicles have been 
travelling at nearly twice the posted speed limit.  Regular reports are forwarded to Cumbria Police 
and they have undertaken additional speed monitoring when requested. 

• The Parish Council requested and received information regarding the low water levels in the River 
Eea and the impact of water extraction during the very dry summer of 2018. 

 
General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) 
The Parish Council is registered with the Information Commissioner’s Office as a Data Controller and 
information is only used of in line with these regulations and disposed on when no longer required. 
 
Highways 
Reports of potholes, drainage problems, street light faults and other defects are regularly reported to 
the County Council Highways department using the HIMs reporting system.   
 
Flookburgh Community Playground 
The new playground on Moor Lane has been extremely well used over the past year.  The Parish 
Council and Flookburgh & District Recreational Charity oversee the operation and maintenance of the 
Playground.  Local residents have assisted in this maintenance including Frank Philipson (hedge 
cutting), James Prescott (grass cutting) and James Rawsthorn (mowing). 
 
Public Participation 
Several members of the public have contacted the Parish Council and attended to speak at or observe 
Parish Council meetings.   
 
 

 
 

4 Report from Public Watering Place Charity 
The Clerk reported that during the last financial year the Income received totalled £1,013.76 (£268.76 
from Share Dividends and £745.00 from field rents).  Grants were paid to 3 students totalling £150   
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The Charity Account balance on 1st April 2018 was £11,430.95 and on 31st March 2019 was 
£12,294.71.  The Trustees recognise that the Charity needs to have a higher profile in the community 
so that those individuals and organisations that could benefit from the charity are aware of its existence 
and how to apply for grants.  A Grant Application form is now available for applicants to complete. 

 
5 Report from County Councillor  

County Councillor Sue Sanderson reported: 
2018 began with an inspection of the Council by Ofsted the focus was on Children’s Services 
particularly children involved with social care. The inspectors were in County for four weeks and 
resulted in a ‘requires improvement’.    Leadership, Management and Governance and for adoption 
services were judged to be good.. There is still work to do but everyone was pleased with that outcome 
as they had all worked really hard. 2019 began with an inspection of the LA SEND provision and the 
two health trusts the report is due to be published soon.  She is Cabinet member for Schools and 
Learning and has continued to visit schools, meet MPs, go to meetings with Headteachers.  They are 
focusing on finance: National Funding Formula, Special Educational Needs (SEN) funding, issues 
relating to curriculum, developing future SEN provision, sorting out admissions, and future builds. She 
also attends also attend the virtual school governing body, corporate parenting and Children’s Trust 
board.  As Cabinet Member she visited both St Benedict’s and Mayfield School in Workington on their 
opening days.  It was wonderful to see all the amazing facilities. There is a new school being built at 
Seascale and Sandside’s new build is developing, opening in September.  The trend in increasing 
exclusions continues to grow. They are looking at secondary alternative provision and also early 
interventions in primary.  School funding continues as a local and national issue. 
 
She continued to remind Cumbria Highways about issues like enforcement, agreement on resurfacing 
and whitelining by Cark Hall (now completed) and the bridge in Flookburgh and had regular meetings 
with Victoria Upton and the Clerk.  Whitelining on Main Street and a Keep Clear road signage was 
agreed.  Moor Lane pavement widening needs some more funding, she has contributed funding from 
her budget, the Parish Council agreed principal to contribute and she is awaiting a figure from 
Highways for the amount of the shortfall. She investigated the kerb issue at Moorside, it has been 
followed up with BT who originally were not that co-operative but did eventually sort it out. 
 
She attends meetings in London of the Rural Services Network as the County Council representative, 
this group lobbies Government about rural issues especially funding. Currently they are lobbying about 
Adult Social Care costs and also public transport.  She attends as many parish Council meetings as 
she can and supports whatever initiatives they feel would like to undertake.  She was sorry to have 
missed some meetings this year due to ill health but is now better.  

 
6 Report from District Councillor 

District Councillor Gill Gardner reported: 
She is another year older and has been working hard this year as the new boundary changes meant up 
with 5 Parish Councils to attend.   She continues to deal with dog fouling, litter and planning problems 
in Lower Holker and the other parishes. She has been in discussions with the bus companies in 
relation to a possible extension of the local service ie earlier & later than the current service and also 
reinstatement of a circular bus service.  She has stayed on the planning committee and Lake District 
administration which of course with Full Council keeps her busy. 

 
7 Report from Cumbria Police 

No Annual report has been received. 
 

8 Reports from local Organisations 
  

a) Janet Mardon of Lower Holker WI reported: 
The WI now meets in an afternoon, many meetings are open to non-members and popular 
speakers can attract a large audience.  The regular numbers remain low but consistent.  Janet will 
be attended the Annual Meeting in Bournemouth as a delegate where the main resolution is on the 
subject of rural transport. 
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b) Kerstin Esbjornssen, Community Rail Partnership Officer, Furness Line and Lakes Line 
reported:  
Kerstin is fairly new in post and works closely with commuters and the very active station adoption 
groups.  She is working with Morecambe Bay Partnership on new signs, Sandgate School in 
Kendal and Network Rail on preventing graffiti on Network Rail property.   
 

c) Tim Owen, Chair of Furness Line Community Rail Partnership reported: 
There will be an improved timetable of services to Manchester later in the year including night trains 
to the airport, with 9 to the Airport and 10 or 11 returning from the Airport.  Most of these trains will 
stop at Cark.  New trains are due to be used on the line from July. 
 

d) Dave Stubbins, Chair of Friends of Cark Station reported: 
The group has now been operating for 2 years and have improved the cleaning and maintenance of 
the station.  They are now being permitted to undertake work in the overgrown area.  A Community 
Rail Day will be held on 13th June 2019, where representatives from Network Rail and Northern will 
be in attendance.  There are plans for a new bench on the Lancaster side platform and for a water 
butt and more flowers, lampposts to be cleaned and painted and Les Gilpin has agreed for some of 
the information from his book to be used on display boards.  Funding for works has been received 
from Northern Rail and the Association of Community Rail Partnerships.  Funding will soon be 
needed for bulb planting.  A full report is at the end of the Minutes. 
 

e) Barry Dawson, Secretary of Flookburgh Village Hall reported: 
The Village Hall has had a good year.  The painting of the inside and outside of the hall has been 
has been completed.  The Band has upgraded their room, including repairing the chimney, painting 
and carpeting.  The Hall is well used for coffee morning and other activities, however it is 
disappointing that the limited parental support has meant the weekly Youth Club has closed.  There 
are 11 members on the Committee and the AGM is being held at the end of May 2019.  At that 
meeting the Secretary and Chair will give notice that they will be standing down at the May 2020 
AGM, this is being publicised in the Parish Magazine and Grange Now. 

  
f) Paul Jenkison, Chair of Lower Holker Village Hall was absent and provided a written report: 

Lower Holker Village Hall has 12 Trustees who are responsible for the maintenance and 
improvement of the hall.  The hall is owned by Holker Estates and is let to the Trustees under a 10 
year renewable lease.  The hall was built in 1908 and is a very large building requiring regular 
maintenance and improvement.  Funds are generated from the hiring of the rooms, grants from 
outside bodies, fund raising activities and the letting of the bowling green to Lower Holker Bowling 
Club. Since our last report we have had the following changes to the Trustees, Neil and Pat 
Rowcliffe (moved), Duncan Hindle (retired) but still continues to support and give assistance as and 
when required.  A big thank you to all.  We would also like to welcome two new Trustees - Charlie 
Croft and Mark Trotter. We are always looking for new members and would like all members of the 
community to consider becoming a Trustee.  Trustees are a must to ensure the hall stays open, all 
that is required is attendance at  our monthly meetings and assistance at fund raising events. 
During the last year we have (as part of our Energy Saving Project) updated the heating and boiler 
in the Billiard Room.  We have also continued with maintenance repairs and we are presently 
carrying out roof repairs for leaks in the Hall. Fund raising activities have continued through the 
year in the form of the 200 Club, Craft Fair, Quiz nights (which have continually shown to be very 
popular) and the Christmas Bingo.  A very successful and enjoyable evening was the ‘Ulverston 
Victoria High School Band Concert’ which is very popular year on year.  Again thanks to everyone 
involved. The Village Hall is well used and I believe essential to the community in providing a low 
cost venue for many activities.  I ask all the community to make as much use of the hall as possible 
to ensure its continued existence.  During the year concerted efforts are made to promote the 
facilities, we ask the community to please consider making more use of them.  Many thanks to all 
who have supported us in the past and going forward into the future. 

 
g) Katie Wood of Flookburgh & District Recreational Charity Trust was absent and provided a 

written report: 
Since the official opening of Flookburgh Community Playground on 25th November 2017 we have 
had a lot of positive feedback. I'm sure everyone will agree that it is great to have such a fantastic 
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facility for the community to enjoy. The Parish Council now have ownership of the playground and 
they deal with the maintenance issues with the support of the Charity. SLDC have fitted the two 
bins with sensors so they can monitor how frequently they need to be emptied. Hopefully this 
should save money in the long run. We have no big plans for adding new equipment at present so 
we intend to continue our community fundraising to raise funds for vital maintenance and repairs. 
Our coffee morning on Saturday 4th May raised £384.22.  We also have our annual duck race on 
Sunday the 2nd June and we have started planning a family fun day in September. The safety of 
the mile road has always been on our agenda. The speed gun volunteers have kindly monitored 
this area for us and we are now looking at having illuminating speed smart signs installed. Thank 
you to everyone who has given their time and money to support this brilliant charity. 

 
9  Close 

Vice Chair Ruth Airey thanked everyone for their reports and attendance at the meeting. 
 

Friends of Cark Station report April 2019 
 
About the Friends of Cark Station 
The Friends of Cark Station are a small group of volunteers who have formed a Station Adoption Group under 
the Northern Rail Station Adoption Scheme. We received our Safety Briefings in early 2017 and commenced 
our work shortly afterwards. The Friends are members of the Association of Community Rail Partnerships 
(ACoRP). We are currently putting in almost 400 man hours of work between us per annum. 
 
What are we allowed to do? 
Because we are working on premises under the control of Northern Rail, we are allowed access to the station 
platforms and surrounding areas. We are not allowed on the platform edges and certainly not on the track 
itself. We are not allowed to bring powered tools (other than battery powered) on to the site or use ladders or 
other climbing equipment. The area outside the station on the Lancaster side is owned by Network Rail. Earlier 
this year we were granted a licence to enter that land with the same limitations on tools and ladders as above. 
 
What was the station like when we started? 
When we started our project the areas around the station were showing signs of neglect, and Northern 
admitted to us that this was considered a problem station. Although a sub-contractor had been appointed to 
take responsibility for vegetation control, their activities were confined to an occasional mowing of the grass. 
Some years previously, by arrangement with Holker Hall, planted areas had been created on both platforms 
and the shrubs planted were becoming too large for their areas. The waiting shelters on both platforms were 
shabby and often disfigured by graffiti. The area behind the Lancaster shelter was overgrown with brambles 
and the fence covered in ivy. 
 
What have we achieved? 
Our first priority was to clear the mass of brambles from the rear of the station and remove the mass of ivy 
along the fence. We also cleaned and painted the interior of the shelters. We also carry out regular inspections 
of the area and have reported instances of damage and antisocial behaviour to Northern and through them to 
the British Transport Police. Happily we can report that such instances are now not as frequent. Following our 
initial activities we held a meeting with Northern’s management team responsible for the station and they were 
pleased with our efforts. We subsequently applied for and received funding from both Northern’s community 
fund and ACoRP and have been able to acquire a battery-powered brush cutter.  We have since turned our 
attention to the planted areas and have laid a weed inhibiting membrane covered with chippings on the 
planted area on the Barrow platform and resited some of the shrubs in the planted areas on the Lancaster side 
and planted flowers, chosen with pollination in mind,  in their place to improve the appearance. We also added 
additional soil and compost in this area. In the station car park we have created an area for planting, but for 
the moment had left the bulk of this area for wildlife. We entered the “It’s Your Neighbourhood” competition run 
by Cumbria in Bloom and, following a visit by the judges in July last year, were placed in the category of 
“Thriving”, which is the second highest grade awarded. 
 
What are our plans? 
We have been promised a Community Rail Day at the station by Northern Rail and are currently in discussion 
on the planned activities on the day. On the station itself we are intending to apply for funding for Amberol 
planters to be sited on both platforms and we hope to be able to add cycle racks. Whilst a local business has 
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been extremely helpful in allowing us to make use of their water supply, we hope to install a water butt to be 
fed from the shelter on the Lancaster platform. We are also hopeful that the station lights will be thoroughly 
cleaned and painted on the day. Network Rail carried out a large amount of tree pruning on their land last 
year, which caused some concern to residents. We were able to arrange a meeting with their representatives, 
which was extremely productive, and now that we have recently received the licence to allow us to access 
their property, and have received a safety briefing, we hope to start work on clearing brambles and planting 
local flowers such as bluebells, primroses, etc. in addition to erecting bird and insect boxes to promote wildlife 
in the area. We have contacted the Woodland Trust and received advice from them on the best way to tackle 
the project. Finally, we have been in contact with Leslie Gilpin, a once locally based railway enthusiast who 
has published several books including one very interesting one entitled “the Ulverstone & Lancaster Railway” 
(correct spelling of Ulverston in legal documents). This contains several interesting facts about Cark Station 
and we have his permission to use that information. We hope to create signboards giving a history of the 
station to be affixed to the fence on the Lancaster platform. 
 
The pictures show the effect of our efforts on  

1) the area behind the shelter following the removal of the brambles 
2) the clearance of ivy from the fence and tending of the lawned area and planters 
3) The area beside the Barrow platform shelter where we’ve put the chippings down and cut back the vegetation 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 


